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Plainfield Public Schools 

English Language Arts  

Curriculum Unit 

 

Grade GRADE TWO 

Unit of Study 5 
Pacing  5-7 Weeks 

Unit 
Overview 

 

 

UNIT STANDARDS 

 

COMMON CORE N.J. PRIORITY STANDARDS 
 
Reading Literature: 
RL.2.1    Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why and 

how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text. 
RL.2.2    Recount stories, including fables and folktales from diverse cultures, and 

determine their central message/theme, lesson, or moral. 
RL.2.3    Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and 

challenges using key details. 
RL.2.5    Describe the overall structure of a story, including describing how the 

beginning introduces the story and the ending concludes the action 
identifying how each successive part builds on earlier sections. 

RL.2.9    Compare and contrast two or more versions of the same story (e.g., 
Cinderella stories) by different authors or from different cultures. 

 
 
Reading Informational Text: 
RI.2.6     Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to 

answer, explain, or describe. 
RI.2.8     Describe and identify the logical connections of how reasons support 

specific points the author makes in a text. 
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RI.2.9     Compare and contrast the most important points presented by two texts 
on the same topic. 

 
 
 
Writing: 
W.2.1     Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book they are 

writing about, state an opinion, supply reasons that support the opinion, 
use linking words (e.g., because, and, also) to connect opinion and 
reasons, and provide a concluding statement or section. 

W.2.8     Recall information from experience or gather information from provided 
sources to answer a question. 

 
Language: 
L.2.2c     Use an apostrophe to form contractions and frequently occurring 

possessives. 
 
 
SUPPORTING STANDARDS 
 
Reading Literature: 
RL.2.5    Describe the overall structure of a story, including describing how the 

beginning introduces the story and the ending concludes the action identifying 
how each successive part builds on earlier sections. 

RL.2.6    Acknowledge differences in the points of view of characters, including by 
speaking in a different voice for each character when reading dialog aloud. 

RL.2.7    Use information gained from the illustrations and words in a print or digital text 
to demonstrate understanding of its characters, setting, or plot. 

 
Reading Informational Text: 
RI.2.2      Identify the main topic of a multiparagraph text as well as the focus of specific 

paragraphs within the text. 
RI.2.3     Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas 

or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text. 
RI.2.4     Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 

topic or subject area. 
RI.2.5     Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, 

glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information 
in a text efficiently. 

RI.2.7     Explain how specific illustrations and images (e.g., a diagram showing how a 
machine works) contribute to and clarify a text. 

 
Reading Foundational Skills: 
RF.2.3    Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding 

words. 
RF.2.4    Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
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Writing: 
W.2.5     With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and 

strengthen writing as needed through self-reflection revising and editing. 
W.2.6     With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce 

and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers. 
W.2.7     Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of 

books on a single topic to produce a report; record science observations). 
W.2.8     Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided 

sources to answer a question. 
 
Speaking and Listening: 
SL.2.1    Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 

topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 
SL.2.2    Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information 

presented orally or through other media. 
SL.2.4    Tell a story or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, 

descriptive details, speaking audibly in coherent sentences. 
SL.2.6    Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to 

provide requested detail or clarification. 
 
Language: 
L.2.1       Demonstrate command of the conventions or standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 
L.2.3       Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 

reading, or listening. 
L.2.4       Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 

phrases based on grade 2 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array 
of strategies. 

L.2.5       Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships and 
nuances in word meanings. 

L.2.6      Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being 
read to, and responding to texts, including using adjectives and adverbs to 
describe (e.g., When other kids are happy that makes me happy). 
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“UNWRAPPED” Power Standards 

 
Reading Literature: 
RL.2.1    ASK and ANSWER such questions as who, what, where, when, why and how 

to DEMONSTRATE understanding of key details in a text. 
 
 
 
Writing 
W.2.1     WRITE opinion pieces in which they INTRODUCE the topic or book they are 

writing about, STATE an opinion, SUPPLY reasons that support the opinion, 
USE linking words (e.g., because, and, also) to CONNECT opinion and 
reasons, and PROVIDE a concluding statement or section. 

 
W.2.8     RECALL information from experience or GATHER information from provided 

sources to ANSWER a question. 
 
 

 

 

“Unwrapped” Skills 
(students need to be able to do) 

“Unwrapped” Concepts 
(students need to know) 

DOK 
Levels 

POWER STANDARD:  RL.2.1 

ASK and ANSWER 
 
 
DEMONSTRATE 

questions as who, what, where, 
when, why and how 
 
understanding of key details in a 
text 
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Students Know: 

 A key detail is a piece of information that enhances their comprehension of a 
literary text. 

 Key words in a question gives the reader clues about what information is being 
sought.  

 "Who" questions refer to characters within a literary text.  
 "What" questions refer to things or ideas within a literary text.  
 "Where" questions refer to locations within a literary text.   
 "When" questions refer to the time of the events within a literary text.  
 "Why" questions refer to the cause of events within a literary text.  
 "How" questions refer to events within a literary text.  
 They must identify key words within a question. 

Students Can: 

 Use key words to determine what information is being sought in a question.  
 Use key words to locate information in a literary text to answer questions.  
 Answer who, what, where, when, why, and how questions.  
 Determine if they need information from more than one sentence to answer a 

question.  
 Formulate who, what, where, when, why, and how questions.   

 

POWER STANDARD:  W.2.1 

WRITE  

 

INTRODUCE  

 

STATE  

 

SUPPLY  

 

USE  

 

CONNECT  

 

PROVIDE 

opinion pieces 

 

the topic or book 

 

an opinion 

 

reasons that support the opinion 

 

linking words 

 

connect opinion and reasons 

 

a concluding statement or section 

 

Students Know: 

 An opinion states how someone thinks or feels.  
 A topic is a general category or class of ideas, usually stated in a word or phrase.  
 An introduction is a sentence or group of sentences that provides the reader with 

an overview of the topic.  
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 A concluding statement reinforces the ideas and opinions presented in the 
introduction.  

 To use a variety of linking words (e.g., because, and, so) to connect ideas. 

Students Can: 

 Recognize when facts are used as opinions. 
 Recognize when opinions are used as facts. 
 State their opinion on a topic.  
 Choose reasons that support their opinion.  
 Choose appropriate linking words that connect their opinion and reasons. 

 

POWER STANDARD:  W.2.8 

RECALL 

 

GATHER 

 

ANSWER 

information from experience 

 

information from provided sources 

 

a questiion 

 

Students Know: 

 To recognize that past experiences can be relevant.  
 How to ask and answer questions.  
 How to gather information from different sources.  
 That a source is where they locate information.  

Students Can: 

 Determine what information is being asked in a question.  
 Determine what information can help answer a question. 

 

 

 Unit Vocabulary Terms 

“Unwrapped” Power Standards 
Concepts 

Supporting Standards Concepts and 
Other Unit-Specific Terms  
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opinion 
support 
persuade 
argument 
evidence 
argument 
claim 
reasoning 
introduction 
conclusion 
refute 
self-reflection 
successive part 

nonfiction features 
captions 
bold print 
subheadings 
glossaries 
indexes 
appropriateness 
point of view 
gather information 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Essential Questions  Corresponding Big Ideas 

1. Why do readers need to ask 
questions? 

 
 
 
 

2. How do readers find answers to 
their questions? 
 
 
 
 

3. How do writers write about and 
support their opinions? 

1. You can demonstrate 
understanding of key details in a 
text by asking and answering 
questions such as who, what, 
where, when, why and how. 

 
2. Readers find answers to their 

questions by recalling information 
from experiences and/or by 
gathering information from provided 
sources. 
 

3. Writers write about and support 
their opinions by introducing the 
topic or book they are writing about, 
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stating their opinion, supplying 
reasons that support the opinion 
while using linking words to connect 
opinion and reasons, and providing 
a conclusion. 

 

Unit Assessments 
 

Pre-Assessment 
Plainfield Public Schools Unit Assessment 

 

Post-Assessment 
 

 
Unit Assessment 

 
Essential Questions Post-Assessment 

 
(See Appendix B) 

 

Scoring Guides and Answer Keys 

 
See Unit Assessment Planner 

 
 

 

 
Engaging Learning Experiences 

Engaging Scenario 

 
Great news!  Your teacher has decided that it may be a good idea to have a class pet.  
In order to make her final decision, she has decided to give the class an opportunity to 
help her decide which pet would be best to have in the class.  Your job will be to gather 
information about a pet, and present to your teacher the reasons why you think your 
choice of a pet is the best for your class.  You have the choice of creating a poster 
presenting the information you gather or writing a letter in which you present your 
findings which support your opinion as to which pet would make the best pet!   
 

 

Performance Task Synopses 
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Task 1:  Explore Opinion Writing 

 After listening to the story, I Wanna Iguana by Karen Kaufman Orloff, Illustrated 
by David Catrow (Putnam, 2004), students explore the reasons the character 
gives to support his opinion about getting a pet. 

 
Task 2:  Brainstorming Characteristics of a Good Class Pet 

 Students brainstorm characteristics of what would and would not make an 
appropriate class pet. 

 
Task 3:  Gather Information About a Pet 

 Students select a possible pet to gather information on and decide if it fits the 
characteristics of an appropriate class pet. 

 
Task 4:  Create a Poster or Write a Letter 

 Students create a poster or write a persuasive letter in which their opinions are 
expressed and supported in order to convince the reader to agree with the 
author. 

 
Task 5:  Present to Your Teacher/Class 

 Students will try to persuade their audience by presenting their poster or essay. 

 

 

 

 

 

Performance Task # 1 
In Detail 

 
Power Standards: 
 
RL.2.1    ASK and ANSWER such questions as who, what, where, when, why and 

how to DEMONSTRATE understanding of key details in a text. 
 
W.2.1     Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book they are 

writing about, state an opinion, supply reasons that support the opinion, 

use linking words (e.g., because, and, also) to connect opinion and 

reasons, and provide a concluding statement or section. 
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W.2.8     RECALL information from experience or GATHER information from 

provided sources to ANSWER a question. 

SUPPORTING STANDARDS 

RL.2.6    Acknowledge differences in the points of view of characters, including by 
speaking in a different voice for each character when reading dialog aloud. 

RL.2.7    Use information gained from the illustrations and words in a print or digital text 
to demonstrate understanding of its characters, setting, or plot. 

W.2.7     Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of 
books on a single topic to produce a report; record science observations). 

W.2.8     Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided 
sources to answer a question. 

SL.2.1    Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 
topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 

SL.2.2    Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information 
presented orally or through other media. 

L.2.1       Demonstrate command of the conventions or standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

L.2.3       Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 

reading, or listening. 

L.2.4       Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grade 2 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array 
of strategies. 

L.2.5       Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships and 
nuances in word meanings. 

L.2.6      Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being 
read to, and responding to texts, including using adjectives and adverbs to 
describe (e.g., When other kids are happy that makes me happy). 

 

Note to teacher: 
 
Remind students that an opinion is what someone believes.  Furthermore, in opinion 
writing, it is the author’s job to persuade the reader to think the way the author thinks.  In 
order to help do this, the author needs to come up with valid reasons to help persuade 
the reader.  This activity is to be preceded by a viewing of a book in which a little boy 
corresponds back and forth with his mother as he tries to convince his mother to let him 
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have a pet iguana.  It poses an opportunity to teach the students about 
opinion/persuasive writing and how it is important to have valid reasons to support your 
point of view in order to convince another person to think the way you think.  
 
The story, I Wanna Iguana, can be viewed on YouTube – I wanna iguana.mov.   
 
After viewing the story in its entirety, working in whole group, teacher charts the reasons 
the little boy gives his mother for why she should let him have a pet iguana.  It might be 
equally helpful to have a second column in which the mother’s reasons for not allowing 
the boy to have a pet iguana are recorded as well.  (This may present an opportunity for 
teaching the students about how to anticipate having to defend their opinions against 
someone else’s.) 
 
Have students turn and talk with partners before sharing. 
 
This book form will be helpful as well, in Task 4 if teacher decides to have students work 
on a persuasive letter. 
 
At some point, you may find it helpful to have students complete the following template, 
or one similar to it: 
 
https://app.box.com/s/93hpbvzfhydijoylkr78  - favorite food/opinion writing template 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Student Directions: 
 
Task 1:  Explore Opinion Writing 
After listening to the story, I Wanna Iguana by Karen Kaufman Orloff, Illustrated by 
David Catrow (Putnam, 2004), students explore the reasons the character gives to 
support his opinion about getting a pet. 
 
 

https://app.box.com/s/93hpbvzfhydijoylkr78
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Reread each of the letters that Alex writes to his mom.  Working in a whole group with 
your teacher, make a list of the reasons he gives his mom for why she should let him 
have a pet iguana. 
 
At the same time, as you read the mom’s responses, make a list of the reasons she 
gives for why she doesn’t think it would be a good idea for Alex to have a pet iguana. 
 

o Listen to the story, I Wanna Iguana, by Karen Kaufman Orloff. 
o Keep in mind what an opinion is. 
o Be ready to share with your partner, and the group how Alex tries to persuade his 

mother to share his opinion. 
o What reasons does Alex use in order to try to persuade his mother? 
o What reasons does Alex’s mom use to refute Alex’s opinion? 
o Did Alex have valid enough opinions to persuade his mother? 

 
 
 

 
Lessons to Support Task 1 

RL.2.1 
To teach students how to read closely: 

 Before introducing a text, identify the main idea or message for yourself.  Go 

through the book and notice the details that support it and flag them with sticky 

notes.  Then, plan out prompts and questions that you will pose to students.  We 

liken this process to Hansel dropping those pebbles leading homeward; by 

planning questions ahead of time, you can more easily guide students to spot the 

main idea.  Conversely, when teachers don’t plan, lessons can go awry.  For 

example, if the main idea of a passage is that cities create heat (cars, buildings, 

people) and thereby change the weather, and you don’t recognize that this is 

what students should be reading for, then it becomes difficult to pose a proper 

“trail” of questions leading students toward the text’s significant details. 

 

 During a lesson or while conferring, be sure to give students sufficient time to 

consider the questions and prompts you pose.  Figuring out the author’s main 

idea or message is often hard, subtle work.  Don’t hesitate to rephrase prompts if 

students seem stuck.  Remind them that they can look for answers in the text, 

reread, study illustrations, and so forth.  Providing time for students to respond 

can make all the difference in the world. 

 

 Use a text or passage that is brief enough to be read more than once, so that 

students can begin with an overall understanding before homing in on specifics.  

As you read, pause occasionally to pose questions about words, actions, and 

details that require students to look closely at the text or illustrations for answers.  
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(Note: When your goal is to demonstrate where in the text you found something 

to support your reasoning, make sure that the text is large enough for students to 

see and interact with.  Charts, enlarged texts, and whiteboards help.) 

 

 Model close reading by thinking aloud as you scrutinize a text’s words, sentence 

structures, and other details to understand its meaning.  To focus students’ 

attention, write on sticky notes and place them on the text, use chart paper, 

annotate in the margins, and/or highlight via a tablet or whiteboard. 

 

To help students to determine what the text says explicitly: 

 Model how to determine an author’s message by saying what happened 

(literature) and naming the important facts (informational).  As you do, point to 

words, sentences, illustrations, and text features as evidence and record on chart 

paper or graphic organizers (see online resources at 

www.corwin.com/thecommoncorecompanion). 

 

 Over weeks of working with different texts, continue to guide students to 

determine deeper meanings on their own.  Use sentence stems and other graphic 

organizers to support students’ explanations of what happened and their recall of 

important facts; use think-alouds so students hear how you arrive at what texts 

mean, and point to specific places in the text to support your conclusions. 

 

To help students make logical inferences from a text: 

 Select texts to read aloud or share with students that allow them to make logical 

inferences.  Ask questions that lead them to infer (I wonder why he did that?  I 

wonder what she thought?  I wonder why the boy in the illustration looks sad?).  

As students answer these questions, ask them to explain how they arrived at their 

conclusions using specific words and phrases in the text. 

 

 Routinely ask students to show you the textual evidence that supports their 

inferences. 

 

To support students in asking and answering questions about key details in a 

text: 

 Model asking questions about a text by writing questions on chart paper or 

annotating in the margins when using a whiteboard.  Try to ask more analytical 

(how, why) questions than literal (who, what, where, when) questions. 

 

http://www.corwin.com/thecommoncorecompanion
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 Elaborate on what led you to ask a question.  When reading a book about 

beavers, you might say, “Whenever I see a picture of a beaver, they’re chewing 

on a tree branch.  I wonder why they do this?”  This will help students recognize 

that a question is typically an extension of something we already know. 

 

 Demonstrate how the answers to many of their questions can be found in the text.  

If the text is on a chart or in a big book, mark the answers to questions with sticky 

notes or highlighting tape, calling attention to the exact words that help answer a 

question. 

 

To help your English language learners, try this: 

 Work with small groups to help students feel more comfortable sharing ideas.  

Make sure that each student has a copy of the text or that the text is large enough 

for them all to see comfortably.  Allow students time to read a text or a portion of 

one several times to make sure they have a basic understanding before focusing 

on key ideas or making inferences. 

 

 Model asking questions using a short text or poster-size photograph.  Elaborate 

on what leads you to ask questions and point to words and illustrations that 

provide answers. 

 

W.2.1 
To give students practice in stating their opinions and backing them up with 
reasons: 

 Start by teaching students what it means to have an opinion.  Make a statement 

such as “I love rainy days,” and invite them to agree or disagree, give a reason, 

and explain why.  For example, a student might say, “I don’t like rainy days 

because I have to stay inside.”  Or “I like rainy days because I get to jump over 

puddles.”  Provide students with regular opportunities to state what they like or 

don’t like about their everyday experiences and give reasons.  Be sure to applaud 

students’ use of the word because and vary the like/don’t like construct with other 

sentence structures, such as “The best restaurant is ________ because . . .” 

 

 Regularly invite students to state their opinions on a content-area topic they’re 

studying or on a book you’re reading aloud.  Be sure to have them back up their 

opinions with reasons, and encourage them to include the word because (or 

something to that effect) when stating the reasons for their opinions.  Be careful 

to neither refute students’ less valid reasons (e.g., Grizzly bears are more 

dangerous than black bears because they are taller) nor applaud reasons that are 

objectively stronger (e.g., Grizzly bears are more dangerous than black bears 
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because they can’t climb trees to get away from danger as well as black bears 

can, so they’ve learned to fight).  The goal is for students to feel comfortable 

expressing their opinions and trying their best to back them up with sound 

reasoning. 

 

 Brainstorm a class “Wish List” of all the things students would love to change.  

For example, “I wish we could get new equipment for our school playground,” or “I 

wish there were no zoos so that animals could live free.”  Have students work in 

pairs and select one idea from the “Wish List” to discuss.  Encourage them to 

come up with several reasons for their opinions, and give them opportunities to 

share with the class.  Post the “Wish List” prominently in the classroom so that 

you and your students can add to it regularly and discuss selected items (see a 

sample list in the online resources at 

www.corwin.com/thecommoncorecompanion).  

 

 Make a bar graph to represent students’ responses to a question that relates to a 

science or social studies topic (such as “Which community helper do you most 

want to learn about?”) from a list of three or four choices.  Once students’ 

responses have been graphed, give each student a note card.  On one side have 

them write, “I want to learn about __________ (e.g., firefighters, chefs, pilots) 

because __________.”  Then on the other side of the note card have them write 

one reason or several, depending on the students’ grade.  Sort the cards into 

categories and, one category at a time, have students read what they wrote. 

 

 

To teach students to write an opinion piece about a topic: 

 Collect examples of opinion pieces and persuasive letters written by students 

from prior years or from online sources to give your students exemplars of opinion 

pieces written by students their age. 

 

 Model writing an opinion piece with the entire class.  Be sure to include the 

following: a one- or two-sentence introduction in which students state their 

opinion; at least two reasons for their opinion; words like also, because, and and 

to connect the opinion and reasons; and a concluding statement.  Post this model 

opinion piece so that students can later draw on this collective experience when 

writing their own. 

 

 Introduce persuasive letter writing (which contains the same basic elements as an 

opinion piece) and explain that a persuasive letter, like an opinion piece, is written 

to change someone’s mind (e.g., the principal, the librarian, cafeteria workers, a 

city official) and effect change.  Decide on an authentic topic – something 

http://www.corwin.com/thecommoncorecompanion
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students would really like to change – and write a class letter to model how it’s 

done.  Select recipients who may actually write a letter in response to the scaled-

down copy of the letter students send, and perhaps make arrangements ahead of 

time with a local organization to write to the class or visit the classroom in 

response to the students’ letter.  Post the sample letter prominently in the 

classroom so that students can try writing their own letters during their writing 

time of day (see an example of a persuasive letter in the online resources at 

www.corwin.com/thecommoncorecompanion).  

 

 As students write their own opinion pieces or persuasive letters, note problems 

they’re experiencing and provide additional explicit instruction and practice.  

When students are having difficulty: 

 

o introducing a topic and clearly stating an opinion, share examples from 

books, articles, and samples of student writing; practice writing introductions 

together; give students multiple opportunities to try writing introductions that 

declare their opinions; and share their introductions with classmates. 

 

o stating reasons to support their opinions, use a graphic organizer that 

prompts students to fully elaborate their reasons, brainstorm various reasons they 

might include in an opinion piece to convince or persuade someone to act 

differently, and challenge students to consider reasons that are based on 

observable facts.  (Although K-2 students are not yet responsible for coming up 

with evidence-based reasons, conversations that can help them differentiate 

between reasons that are based on facts and those that are more subjective can 

begin in grade 1.) 

 

o using linking words to connect opinions and reasons, draw students’ 

attention to linking words (and, because, also, second, next) in samples of 

opinion pieces you’ve used with them, in both published materials and student 

writing, and highlight linking words with colored tape or markers in the opinion 

piece samples you’ve written together. 

 

o concluding an opinion piece or bringing it to closure, refer students back to 

their statement of opinion in the introduction to make sure it matches the 

concluding statement, revisit the opinion piece samples you’ve shared with 

students to notice how they have been brought to a close, and give students 

opportunities to try writing concluding statements on their own.  It’s okay if the 

ending is a repeat of the opening statement; older students might restate it with 

different words, or add flourishes of voice (e.g., “I hope I have convinced you that 

dolphins are smart like people.  If you don’t believe me, you try learning all those 

water tricks!”). 

http://www.corwin.com/thecommoncorecompanion
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To teach students to write their opinions of books they’ve read: 

 Recognize that the same structure that works for writing an opinion piece about a 

topic – that is, an introduction that states an opinion, reasons supporting the 

opinion, connecting words, and a conclusion – also works for writing an opinion 

about a book.  Adapt some of the ideas listed above. 

 

 

To help your English language learners, try this: 

 Meet with students to discuss a book you’ve read aloud or a topic under 

investigation.  Help students compose an opinion statement and write it on chart 

paper.  Brainstorm and list reasons to support this opinion.  Have students 

practice stating their opinions and reasons by using the reasons they’ve 

brainstormed.  Have them use the following sentence stem when stating their 

opinions and reasons:  “I think that __________ because __________.”  Make 

sure they understand the significance of the word because. 

 

W.2.8 
To have students recall information from print and digital sources to answer 
questions: 

 Have students keep content-area notebooks to record ideas and information 

they’re learning.  These notebooks are most effective when the pages are 

unlined, so that students can draw or write wherever they choose on a page.  

Section these notebooks off as you begin a new topic and assign students tasks 

to do in them.  For example, if students are working with partners to research a 

particular bird, have them draw a picture of their bird in its natural habitat, or draw 

and label the bird’s food, or you might ask them to write all the things they already 

know about the bird before beginning the investigation. 

 

 Write the focus question in large print on chart paper so students can continually 

refer back to it as they read, write, and discuss. 

 

 Make sure all students understand the question they’re trying to answer.  Ask 

them to state the question in their own words and record it in their research 

notebooks. 

 

 Ask students to paraphrase often.  This is one of the most powerful techniques in 

content-area instruction because if students can state in their own words what 

they’ve heard you say or read, then they own the information in a way that 
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wouldn’t have been possible if they had simply copied your question or 

information from the board into their notebooks. 

 

 Model for students how to recall and record notes on what they already know 

about a topic.  Devise a simple graphic organizer to help them list and label what 

they know and want to know. 

 

 Teach students how to take notes so they can do this as you read aloud or as 

they read texts.  Create graphic organizers on which they can list important words 

or phrases they hear as you read aloud, with spaces alongside where they can 

write why they think the words or phrases are important.  (For an example of such 

a graphic organizer, see the online resources at 

www.corwin.com/thecommoncorecompanion.) 

 

 Demonstrate the power of images and place value on the pictures students draw 

to convey information they’ve gotten from print, digital sources, and firsthand 

experiences. 

 

To help students recall information from experiences to answer a question: 

 Plan experiences (field trips, guest speakers) that will give students more 

information about the topic under investigation. 

 

 Inform students’ families about the topic so that they can do their part to build 

students’ knowledge.  Suggest some experiences families might initiate that 

would help students gather more information. 

 

To help students consider the credibility of the sources from which they get 

information: 

 As you read aloud to students to gather information on a research topic, keep a 

list of the titles and authors on chart paper.  Tell students that you’re doing this to 

help you remember where you got the information and later give credit to these 

authors.  This will model for students what they should, in later years, be able to 

do on their own. 

 

 As you read aloud to students, pay attention to the degree of expertise the author 

has on the topic.  If there are author notes, this information is often contained 

there.  Share with the students that an author’s knowledge of his or her subject is 

something you always consider when reading informational text. 

http://www.corwin.com/thecommoncorecompanion
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To help your English language learners, try this: 

 Working with students in small groups, facilitate conversations with them about 

their knowledge and experience with a topic.  Record their ideas on a chart, 

adding illustrations on the chart as necessary to ensure that all English language 

learners in the group comprehend the information.  Additionally, work with the 

students in the group to look up information in books, articles, and multimedia 

texts to build and develop their knowledge about a topic.  Add new information to 

the chart. 
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Performance Task # 1 Scoring Guide 

 

4 3 2 1 

 All “Proficient”  
criteria met plus: 
o Determine 

which of 
Alex’s 
reasons are 
valid and 
helpful in 
supporting 
his opinion. 

 Students are able to: 
o Participate in 

collaborative 
conversations relevant 
to the assigned topic. 

o Develop a clear 
understanding of what 
an opinion is. 

o Develop a clear 
understanding that valid 
reasons support an 
opinion. 

o Gather from the story, 
reasons the character 
gives to support his 
opinion. 

o Develop a clear 
understanding that valid 
reasons are needed to 
persuade an audience. 

 

 Meets 3 of 
the 
“Proficient”  
criteria 

 Meets 
fewer than 
2 of the 
“Proficient” 
(4) criteria 

 Task to be 
repeated 
after re-
teaching 

 Comments: 

 

 

 

 

 

Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
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Performance Task # 2 
In Detail 

Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Power Standards 

Specific to Task #1 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #1 

 
 
 

 

 Check all those that apply for each 
task:  
 

 Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

√  Curiosity and Imagination 
√  Innovation and Creativity  

❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

√  Effective Oral and Written 
Communication 
√  Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Power Standards 

W.2.8     RECALL information from experience or GATHER information from 

provided sources to ANSWER a question. 

 

SUPPORTING STANDARDS 

RL.2.6    Acknowledge differences in the points of view of characters, including by 
speaking in a different voice for each character when reading dialog aloud. 

RL.2.7    Use information gained from the illustrations and words in a print or digital text 
to demonstrate understanding of its characters, setting, or plot. 

W.2.7     Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of 
books on a single topic to produce a report; record science observations). 

W.2.8     Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided 
sources to answer a question. 

SL.2.1    Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 
topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 

SL.2.2    Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information 
presented orally or through other media. 

L.2.1       Demonstrate command of the conventions or standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

L.2.3       Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 

reading, or listening. 

L.2.4       Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grade 2 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array 
of strategies. 

L.2.5       Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships and 
nuances in word meanings. 

L.2.6       Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being 

read to, and responding to texts, including using adjectives and adverbs to 

describe (e.g., When other kids are happy that makes me happy). 

 

 

Note to teacher:  

Using the list generated in the previous task, help the class go through Alex’s reasons 
for why his mom should let him have an iguana and determine which of his reasons are 
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valid.  This should help students in determining what type of information they need to 
search for in order to come up with valid reasons to support their opinions about which 
pet would make a good class pet. 
Some examples of valid reasons are:  iguana’s are quiet, Alex knows what iguana’s eat 
(lettuce) and he’s willing to use his allowance to buy its food. 
Some examples of invalid reasons are:  iguana’s are ugly, a girl will not want to marry 
you if you have an iguana. 
 
Point out to the students that one way that Alex was able to persuade his mom was 
perhaps due to the fact that he already knew what he needed to do to take care of the 
iguana.  As such, in considering an appropriate class pet, students need to inform 
themselves as to how to take care of a particular pet.  In considering a class pet, 
students will therefore need to consider what some animals need in order to determine if 
the classroom would be a good environment.  Guide students in formulating questions 
such as the ones Alex answered in his letters to his mom:  Who was going to take care 
of the iguana?  Where was the iguana going to be kept?  What did the iguana need to 
eat?   
 
It may be helpful to go through the story and list such questions in order to give students 
examples of what information to gather. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Directions: 

Task 2:  Brainstorming Characteristics of a Good Class Pet 
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 Students brainstorm characteristics of what would and would not make an 
appropriate class pet. 

 
Think about the reasons Alex gave his mother to persuade her that he could take care of 
an iguana.  He had to prove to her that he knew how to take care of the iguana. 
 
When considering a class pet you will need to learn information about an animal to 
determine and convince your teacher that it would be a good idea to keep that animal in 
your classroom. 
 
Working in small groups, brainstorm a list of questions you will need to have answered 
about an animal in order to determine if your classroom would make a proper home for 
it. 
To help you come up with a list of questions that you would need to answer in order to 

convince your teacher that she should get a class pet, think about the question Alex 

answered in the story. 

 

o Participate in a conversation with you group in which you discuss what 

characteristics an animal would have to have in order to make a good class pet. 

o Make a list of at list five question that need to be answered in order to determine if 

a pet is appropriate for keeping in a classroom.  When thinking of what questions 

to ask, remember to begin your questions with:  who, what, where, when, and 

possibly why. 
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Lesson Suggestions to Support Task 2 

 

Performance Task # 2 Scoring Guide 

 

4  3  
 

2  
 

1  

 All “Proficient” 
criteria plus: 
o Make a 

connection 
between the 
information 
gathered and 
its possible 
validity in 
having 
reasons to 
support their 
opinions. 

 

 Students are able to: 
o Participate in 

collaborative 
conversations 
relevant to the 
assigned topic. 

o Develop a clear 
understanding of 
what information is 
necessary in 
selecting a class pet. 

o Formulate questions 
to help determine the 
appropriateness of a 
pet. 

 

 Meets ___ of 
the 
“Proficient” 
criteria 

 

 Meets fewer 
than __of the 
“Proficient” 
criteria 

 Task to be 
repeated 
after re-
teaching 

 Comments: 
 

 
 

Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 
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3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Power Standards 

Specific to Task #2 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #2 

  Check all those that apply for each 
task:  
 

 Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

❑ Innovation and Creativity  

√  Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

√  Effective Oral and Written 
Communication 
√  Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Performance Task # 3 
In Detail 

 
Power Standards: 
 
RL.2.1    ASK and ANSWER such questions as who, what, where, when, why and 

how to DEMONSTRATE understanding of key details in a text. 
 
W.2.8     RECALL information from experience or GATHER information from 

provided sources to ANSWER a question. 

 
SUPPORTING STANDARDS 

RI.2.5     Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, 

glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information 

in a text efficiently. 

W.2.7     Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of books 
on a single topic to produce a report; record science observations). 

W.2.8     Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided 
sources to answer a question. 

SL.2.2    Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information 
presented orally or through other media. 

L.2.1       Demonstrate command of the conventions or standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 
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L.2.3       Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 

reading, or listening. 

L.2.4       Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grade 2 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array 
of strategies. 

 

Note to teacher:  

You may want to decide whether you want to have the students self select a possible 
class pet to research.  If so, you may need to allow time for trial and error.  Upon 
researching, students may find a pet is not suitable to be kept in a classroom.  Such as a 
dog that needs to be walked.  In the case that the inappropriateness of a pet is 
discovered through research, you will need to allow time to re-select and again conduct 
research.  In the interest of time, you may want to preselect appropriate choices and 
maybe have groups select or individual students select from a hat. 
 
Encourage your students to use all available resources in their research:  internet, books, 
magazines, etc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Task 3:  Gather Information About a Pet 
Working individually, or in small groups, students select a possible pet to gather 
information on and decide if it fits the characteristics of an appropriate class pet. 
 

o Use the questions you came up with in the previous task to gather information 
about an animal that you think would make a good class pet. 

o Make sure to answer all your questions. 
o Remember to write in complete sentences when answering your questions. 
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Lesson Suggestions to Support Task 3 

 

 

 

 
Performance Task # 3 Scoring Guide 

 
4  3  

 
2  
 

1  

 All 
“Proficient” 
criteria 
plus: 

 

 Students are able to: 
o Answered all the 

questions 
generated in the 
previous task. 

o Wrote in complete 
sentences. 

o Demonstrated 
command of the 
conventions of 
Standard English 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling when 
writing. 

 

 Meets _2_ of the 
“Proficient” 
criteria 

 

 Meets fewer 
than _2_of the 
“Proficient” 
criteria 

 Task to be 
repeated after 
re-teaching 

 Comments: 
 

Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 
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1= Below Standard 
 

 
 
 

Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Power Standards 

Specific to Task #3 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #3 

 
 
 

 Check all those that apply for each 
task:  
 

 Teamwork and Collaboration 
 Initiative and Leadership 
 Curiosity and Imagination 

❑ Innovation and Creativity  

 Critical thinking and Problem Solving 
 Flexibility and Adaptability 
 Effective Oral and Written 

Communication 
 Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Performance Task # 4 
In Detail 

 
Power Standards: 
 
RL.2.1    ASK and ANSWER such questions as who, what, where, when, why and how 

to DEMONSTRATE understanding of key details in a text. 
 
W.2.1     WRITE opinion pieces in which they INTRODUCE the topic or book they are 

writing about, STATE an opinion, SUPPLY reasons that support the opinion, 

USE linking words (e.g., because, and, also) to CONNECT opinion and 

reasons, and PROVIDE a concluding statement or section. 

Supporting Standards: 
 
W.2.5     With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and strengthen 

writing as needed through self-reflection revising and editing. 
W.2.6     With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce 

and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers. 
L.2.1       Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
L.2.5       Demonstrate understanding or word relationships and nuances in word meanings. 
 
 
Note to teacher:  For this task, you may give the students the choice of creating a poster or 
writing a letter.  Or, you may decide which one you want students to work on. 
 
 
 
 
 
Student Directions:   
 
Task 4:  Create a Poster or Write a Letter 

 Working independently, as well as with feedback from peers and adults, use the 
information you gathered about the animal you feel would make the best class pet to 
create a poster or write a letter in which you try to persuade your teacher to share 
your opinion. 

 
Be sure to include the following information about the pet you gathered information 
on: 
 

o Write an introductory section in which you state your opinion. 
o Supply the reader with reasons to support your opinion. 
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o Use linking words such as because, also, and, etc., to connect your opinion 
and reasons. 

o Provide a concluding statement or section in which you restate your opinion. 
o Remember to use complete sentences and correct spelling when writing. 
o Remember to use punctuations. 

 

 

 

 
Lesson Suggestions to Support Task 4 

 

 
Performance Task # 4 Scoring Guide 

 

4  3  
 

2  
 

1  

 All “Proficient” 
criteria plus: 
o Provide an 

example of 
how opinion 
has proven to 
be right in the 
past. 

 

 Student was able to: 
o Write an introductory 

section in which an 
opinion is stated. 

o Supply reasons to 
support opinion. 

o Use linking words to 
connect opinion and 
reasons. 

o Provide a concluding 
statement or section in 
which opinion was 
restated. 

o Demonstrate command 
of the conventions of 
Standard English 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. 

 

 Meets _3_ of 
the “Proficient” 
criteria 

 

 Meets fewer 
than _3_of the 
“Proficient” 
criteria 

 Task to be 
repeated after 
re-teaching 

 Comments: 
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Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Power Standards 

Specific to Task #4 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #4 

  Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

√  Curiosity and Imagination 
√  Innovation and Creativity  

❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

√   Effective Oral and Written Communication 
√   Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Performance Task # 5 
In Detail 

 
Power Standards: 
RL.2.1    ASK and ANSWER such questions as who, what, where, when, why and how 

to DEMONSTRATE understanding of key details in a text. 
 
Supporting Standards: 
SL.2.1     Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 

topics and texts with peers and adults in small and large groups.      
SL.2.6     Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to 

provide requested detail or clarification. 
 
Note to teacher:  Students are to use their finished product from Task 3 as a tool with which 
to try to persuade their audience to adopt their opinion. 
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Student Directions:   
 
Task 5:  Present to Your Teacher/Class 
You will use your poster or letter as a tool to help you try to persuade the class to share 
your opinion. 
 

o Be sure to state your opinion. 
o Remember to provide reasons to support your opinion. 
o Be sure to speak in a clear and confident voice while presenting to your class. 
o Use complete sentences when speaking. 
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Performance Task # 5 Scoring Guide 

 
4  3  

 
2  
 

1  

 All 
“Proficient” 
criteria 
plus: 
o Share 

with 
audience 
a time 
when 
opinion 
has 
proven to 
be right. 

 

 Student remembered 
to: 
o State his/her opinion. 
o Provided reasons to 

support opinion. 
o Used a clear and 

confident voice. 
o Used complete 

sentences when 
speaking.  

 

 Meets _3_ of 
the “Proficient” 
criteria 

 

 Meets fewer 
than _3_of the 
“Proficient” 
criteria 

 Task to be 
repeated after 
re-teaching 

 Comments: 
 

 
Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 
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3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Research-Based Effective  
Teaching Strategies 

21st Century Learning Skills 

 Check all those that apply to the unit: 
 
√ Identifying Similarities and Differences 
√ Summarizing and Note Taking 
√ Reinforcing Effort, Providing Recognition 

❑ Homework and Practice 

 Check all those that apply to the unit: 
 

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

√  Initiative and Leadership 
√  Curiosity and Imagination 
√  Innovation and Creativity  

Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Power Standards 

Specific to Task #4 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #4 

  Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

√  Initiative and Leadership 
√  Curiosity and Imagination 
√  Innovation and Creativity  

❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

√   Effective Oral and Written Communication 
√   Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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√ Nonlinguistic Representations 

❑ Cooperative Learning 

√Setting Objectives, Providing Feedback 

❑ Generating and Testing Hypotheses 

√ Cues, Questions, and Advance Organizers 

❑ Interdisciplinary Non-Fiction Writing 

√  Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

√  Effective Oral and Written Communication 
√  Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 

 

 

Differentiation Strategies 

(Additional Supports + 
Enrichment) 

 
Intervention 
Strategies 

 

Specially 
Designed 

Instruction 
for 

Special 
Education 
Students 

Strategies for English 
Language Learners 

 

 Think Alouds –  

 Students read text aloud.  As 
they read, they pause to 
discuss what was read. 

 Turn ‘n’ Talk –  

 Engage students in 
conversation about their 
learning.  Students 
summarize key 
understanding while teacher 
listens and clears 
misconceptions. 

 Model Writing 

 Write an opinion piece about 
a book or short story you 
have read to the class – be 
sure to state your opinion as 
well as give two reasons to 
support your opinions.  Use 
words like also, because, 
and and to connect opinion 
and reasons and a 
concluding sentence. 

 Introduce persuasive letter 
writing by explaining that a 
persuasive letter, like an 
opinion piece is written to 
change someone’s mind so 
that they share your opinion. 

 S-O-S Summary – 

 Teacher presents a 
statement (S), asks 
student’s opinion (O) and 
asks student to support (S) 
opinion with evidence.  
(Visual of this activity can be 

 

 Use multimodality 
resources that go 
beyond print –  

 Images 

 Animation 

 Sound/Music 

 Performance 

 Guided Questions 
–  

 Who? When? 
Where? 
What? Why? 
Questions 
asked on the 
level of the 
students 
understanding
. 

 Additional 
Supports – 

 Finding of 
answers in 
provided texts 
rather than by 
random 
guessing. 

 Help students 
identify key 
words in text. 

 Examine 
picture or 
illustration that 
accompanies 
words to 
determine how 
ideas and 

 

 Review 
I.E.P. in 
order to 
determine 
specific 
intervention
s and 
strategies 
for 
students 
with special 
needs. 

 Set specific 
goals 
based on 
student’s 
strengths, 
challenges, 
as well as 
learning or 
behavior 
issues. 

 Some 
suggestion
s are – 

 Providi
ng a 
work 
area 
that if 
free of 
distract
ions. 

 Breakin
g down 
assign

 

 Think Alouds –  

 Model asking 
questions using a 
shorter text or 
poster.   

 Be very specific 
about what prompts 
you to ask questions 
as you point to 
words/illustrations 
that provide you with 
an answer. 

 Small Group Instruction 
–  

 Allow students 
enough time to 
carefully read text in 
order to ensure 
basic understanding 
before focusing on 
key ideas or making 
inferences. 

 Allow students time 
to tell and draw their 
stories before they 
write them. 

 Discuss a book you 
have read aloud or 
topic discussed in 
class.  Help students 
compose and write 
an opinion 
statement:  I think 
that …. Because…. 

 Guided Questions –  
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found on blog “quick 
formative assessments for 
the k-1 classroom”.  Link is 
referenced in the 
“Technology-Based” portion 
of this document.) 

 Write About – 

 Working on a topic, students 
draw picture of their topic on 
top left corner.  They list key 
vocabulary about their topic 
in top right corner.  On 
bottom of page, they write a 
paragraph using words from 
vocabulary list.  (Visual of 
this activity can be found on 
blog “quick formative 
assessments for the k-1 
classroom”.  Link is 
referenced in the 
“Technology-Based” portion 
of this document.) 

 3-2-1 Summarizer 

 Students write 3 facts they 
learned, 2 questions they 
have or wonder about, and 1 
personal connection they 
can make to the information. 

 Guided Questions –  

 Who? When? Where? 
What? Why? 
Questions asked on the level 
of the students 
understanding. 

 Sentence Surgery –  

 Students write simple 
sentence on sentence strip 
or dry erase board.  Teacher 
reads one of five cards:  
who? When? Where? Why? 
How?  -  Students are 
encouraged to add details to 
expand their sentence.  
(Visual of this activity can be 
found on blog “quick 
formative assessments for 
the k-1 classroom”.  Link is 
referenced in the 
“Technology-Based” portion 
of this document.) 

 Additional Supports – 

 Finding of answers in 
provided texts rather than by 
random guessing. 

information 
are 
expressed. 

 Sentence Surgery 
– 

 Students write 
simple 
sentence on 
sentence strip 
or dry erase 
board.  
Teacher reads 
one of five 
cards:  who? 
When? 
Where? Why? 
How?  -  
Students are 
encouraged to 
add details to 
expand their 
sentence. 

ment 
into 
shorter 
parts 
as well 
as 
allowin
g for 
extra 
time. 

 Adapt 
differen
t ways 
of 
present
ing 
task  to 
addres
s 
differen
t 
learnin
g style. 

 
 

 Who? When? 
Where? What? 
Why? 
Questions asked on 
the level of the 
students 
understanding. 

 Sentence Surgery – 

 Students write 
simple sentence on 
sentence strip or dry 
erase board.  
Teacher reads one 
of five cards:  who? 
When? Where? 
Why? How?  -  
Students are 
encouraged to add 
details to expand 
their sentence.  
(Visual of this 
activity can be found 
on blog “quick 
formative 
assessments for the 
k-1 classroom”.  Link 
is referenced in the 
“Technology-Based” 
portion of this 
document.) 

 Write About – 

 Working on a topic, 
students draw 
picture of their topic 
on top left corner.  
They list key 
vocabulary about 
their topic in top 
right corner.  On 
bottom of page, they 
write a paragraph 
using words from 
vocabulary list.  
(Visual of this 
activity can be found 
on blog “quick 
formative 
assessments for the 
k-1 classroom”.  Link 
is referenced in the 
“Technology-Based” 
portion of this 
document.) 

 3-2-1 Summarizer 
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 Help students identify key 
words in text. 

 Examine picture or 
illustration that accompanies 
words to determine how 
ideas and information are 
expressed. 

 Enrichment – 

 Students answer questions 
using higher leveled books. 

 

 Students write 3 
facts they learned, 2 
questions they 
have or wonder 
about, and 1 
personal 
connection they 
can make to the 
information. 

 Turn ‘’n’ Talk 

 Oral Storytelling 

 

 

 

Instructional Resources and Materials 
 

Physical Technology-Based 

 
 
I Wanna Iguana, by Karen Kaufman Orloff 
(Teacher can opt to read directly from book 
or have students listen to story on youtube.) 
 
Using classroom and school library: 
 
Use other mentor texts that are good 
examples of opinion writing. 
 
Books and articles about a variety of pets. 
 
Comprehension Tool-Kit: 
 
Book-Strategy 1 “Monitor Comprehension” 
Book-Strategy 5 “Determine Importance”  
 
In particular, you may want to look at the 
following lessons:  “Notice and Think About 
Nonfiction Features”, “Explore Nonfiction 
Features”, “Use Questions as Tools for 
Learning”, “Explore Nonfiction Features”, 
“Use Questions as Tools for Learning”, 
“Read with a Question in Mind”, “Share Your 
Learning”, “Explore and Investigate”, etc. 
 
 

 
Additional Resources: 

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/book 

/i-wanna-iguana#cart/cleanup  

 

http://www.bcps.org/offices/lis/models/pets/ 

 

http://hilliereotto.wordpress.com/2012/02/01 

/choosing-the-class-pet-a-project-based-

learning-  

exercise/ 

http://www.petplace.com/small-mammals 

/classroom-pets/page1.aspx 

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/ 

lesson-plan/class-pets-lesson-plan  

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/book
http://hilliereotto.wordpress.com/2012/02/01
http://www.petplace.com/small-mammals
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/
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Wonders Resources: 

Focus: TBD 

 
 

http://prek-8.com/preschool/lesson 

Plans_pets.php  

http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson 

/lesson/lesson311.shtml  

http://pets.petsmart.com/guides/teachers 

-guide/index.shtml 

 
 
I wanna iguana.mov 
 
https://app.box.com/s/93hpbvzfhydijoylkr78 
Favorite food/opinion writing template 
 
 
The following websites are referenced in the 
“Differentiation Strategies” section and can be 
very helpful in understanding a wealth of quick 
assessment activities you can do with your 
students: 
 
http://www.somersetacademy.com/ 
ourpages/auto/2014/4/29/48268612/25%20 
Formative%20Assessments.pdf 
 
http://blogs.goaj.org/fpesccss/2014/04/19/nine-
quick-formative-assessments-for-the-k-1-
classroom/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://prek-8.com/preschool/lesson
http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson
http://pets.petsmart.com/guides/teachers
https://app.box.com/s/93hpbvzfhydijoylkr78
http://www.somersetacademy.com/
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Learning Activities Using  
Text or Program 

Referring to selected texts from a variety of sources listed in the Instructional Resources 
and Materials—Physical and Technology-Based section, identify specific learning activities 
to use while teaching students the “unwrapped” Priority Standards concepts and skills, 
supporting standards, interdisciplinary connections, unit vocabulary terms, and 
extension/enrichment activities. 
 
Examples: 
 

 Model note-taking by using boxes and bullets. 

 Model how to research internet sites. 

 Create a list of safe and approved sites to research (Use websites listed above).  

 Model how to complete a graphic organizer as a shared writing activity. 

 Review a mentor text that shows an effective informational writing piece. 

 Model how to use completed a graphic organizer to draft their writing piece. 

 Model how to type using teachers specific format. 

 Model how to insert graphs, pictures and/or diagrams. 
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